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Virginia Association for Pupil Transportation

June 29, 2007 




The Honorable Nicole Nason Administrator National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 400 7th Street, NW Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Administrator Nason: 

The Virginia Association for Pupil Transportation (VAPT) Executive Board and membership
is in receipt of the position statement and petition authored by the leadership of the National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT) regarding the urgency of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to review FMVSS 222, “School Bus Passenger
Seating and Crash Protection,” with the goal of establishing a safety system that will
definitively enhance the current passenger crash protection for all children that ride a 
school bus.  

The issue of occupant protection, seatbelts, and compartmentalization on school buses has
been debated for several decades by those of us in the pupil transportation profession, parents, manufacturers, and legislators.  The time has come for a concerted effort to decide the issue
once and for all.  It is well recognized in the transportation industry and the population in
general that NHTSA provides the oversight, research, and rule-making authority for all issues involving safety standards in vehicles.

As president of the VAPT, and on behalf of the Executive Board and membership, we add our voice to support the National Association for Pupil Transportation in calling on NHTSA to complete its work to review FMVSS 222 (School Bus Passenger Seating and Crash Protection) "to determine whether there is an opportunity to make children even safer by upgrading
FMVSS 222.” The leadership of the NAPT has offered to provide any assistance they can to expedite this request.  I would also offer the assistance of the leadership of the VAPT in this endeavor.

Thank you for your concern and attention to this request for action.

Sincerely,

David L. Pace, President
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