Virginians Take Top Honors at

The 41st School Bus Driver International Safety Competition

The 41st Annual School Bus Driver International Safety Competition was held July 16-17, 2011 in Baltimore, MD. This is one of the most important events in the industry, with the best school bus drivers from the U.S. and Canada compete for top honors and recognition.  The event begins with a written test, then contestants get behind the wheel of a bus to put their driving skills to the test., competing in one of three categories (Conventional, Transit, or Small Bus). Drivers have the opportunity to demonstrate their professionalism, skill, and dedication to pupil transportation.  The event culminates with an Awards Banquet and Ceremony, where the winners of the competition are announced.
Virginia Representatives included Russell Altizer from Montgomery County who took 1st Place Honors and Karen Schoonover from Mountain Valley Transportation or Roanoke City who placed 3rd in the Private Side of the Small Bus Competition. 
Leslie Alderman from Chesterfield who placed 9th in the Conventional Bus Competition. Other Virginians included Beverly Hall from Hanover County for the Transit Competition and Debra Cooper from Newport News for Conventional Bus.
The competition provides positive media coverage for the safety and security of the school bus industry.   Photos from this event including contestants and some familiar faces follow. 
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Russell Altizer, Montgomery County Schools (L) and Leslie Alderman, Chesterfield County (R)
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Virginia’s representatives to the International competition:  Karen Schoonover, Roanoke City, Special Needs: Beverly Hall, Hanover County, Transit; Russell Altizer, Montgomery County, Special Needs, Leslie, conventional; Deborah Cooper, Newport News, conventional.
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Donna Goodman, Safety and Training-Hanover; Michael Ashby, Director, Hanover; (roadeo participants listed earlier);  Dr. Barbara Goodman, associate director, Chesterfield; “Boe” vanGumster, assistant Director, Chesterfield
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Fans and Contestants enjoy a little shade and conversation.
