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Tornado Preparedness ¢ Make a plan




Link to Virginia Department of Emergency Services:

http://www.vaemergency.com/threats/tornado/
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES WHEN OUTDOORS OR IN VEHICLES

Cars and buses are extremely hazardous in tornadoes since they can be easily

flipped and crushed. If you are in a vehicle and in the area of a tornado, do not try

to outrun the funnel. Tornadoes can change direction and speed without warning.

If you are in a bus when a tornado is approaching, the bus driver should return

immediately to the school if time permits and evacuate the passengers to the school

building. If you are unable to return to the school, seek shelter in a solidly built

structure. Remember to avoid a structure that has a large free-span roof or a large

amount of glass windows. Once inside, students should assume protective posture.

FINDING OUTDOOR SHELTER
If you are unable to get to a safe structure, or if the threat from a tornado is

immediate, evacuate the bus and move away from it and any other vehicles. Seek

shelter and assume the protective posture.

The primary feature to look for in determining an outdoor shelter should be a point

below the average ground level. Look for a culvert, a ditch, or a ravine in which to

take refuge and assume the protective posture. Be aware of the potential danger of

rapidly rising storm water.

It is extremely important that students keep their heads down and covered so that

they will be protected from any flying debris.

The Statewide Tornado Drill will be held on March 15, 2011.
