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 Hortense Copeland, Transportation Supervisor for Richmond City Public Schools passed away on November 8th 2011 from a battle with cancer.  She started her career as a bus driver and progressed her way to supervisor. She was with the transportation department for 36 years.  
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Colonel (US Army Ret) James E. Vaglia passed away at his home on July 6th 2011. Following a successful career as a transportation officer in the US Army, Jim served as director of transportation in both Fairfax and Prince William Counties. 
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 Transportation in 1987

Mark D. Fisher, former owner and president of Richmond-based school bus company Virginia Overland Transportation passed away in Williamsburg on April 30 at the age of 59. 

Fisher started the company in conjunction with his parents, Marvin and Ruth, in 1973 as a school bus consulting service. In 1975, it expanded into operating a cooperative school bus system serving five independent schools in the Richmond area, and the following year the service had grown to 13 schools. The company’s largest long-term school-related contracts included Petersburg City Public Schools from 1981 to 1989, Hopewell City Public Schools from 1984 to 1996 and Virginia Commonwealth University's campus transit services from 1989 to 2004. 

Virginia Overland also operated several bus dealerships that primarily served Virginia and North Carolina, most notably a franchise for Wayne Corp. It sold approximately 3,000 new and used buses between 1976 and 2004.

Virginia Overland Transportation's parent corporation and its Richmond operating subsidiary were dissolved in 2005.

Fisher retired in 2005 and battled numerous health issues. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Overland_Transportation
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Michael B. Waltrip, 56 passed away peacefully at his home surrounded by family on Nov. 3, 2010 at the age of 56. Mike had retired from Williamsburg-James City County Schools after 33 years of service.  He served locally as the bus shop foreman, but was active in VAPT with maintenance staff training and the bus roadeo. Friends commented that even through his courageous battle with cancer, Michael always put everyone else first. He showed us all how to enjoy life!  
Richmond T. Zehmer, Jr. passed away on Saturday, February 13, 2010 at the age of 75. Rich retired from the Department of Education and played a significant role in the development and implementation of the original Preventive Maintenance Manual for School Buses. 
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Mr. James E. Tucker, passed away on Tuesday, January 5, 2010.   Mr. Tucker served in many capacities for Richmond City Public Schools and retired as their Manager of Pupil Transportation.   He was a vital member of the RPS leadership team, Region I, and VAPT as a whole.
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Former State Superintendent S. John Davis Dies at Age 80
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On Sunday, November 22, former FCPS and State Superintendent S. John "Jack" Davis died in Roanoke after a long illness. He was 80. “Jack” was a friend and supporter of pupil transportation. 
Prior to serving as FCPS Superintendent, Davis was an administrator in Arlington County Public Schools before serving as the head of the Flint Hill School, a position he held from 1958 to 1963. After leaving Flint Hill, Davis served as the principal at Fort Hunt and West Springfield High Schools (1963-67); Area II Superintendent (1967-70); and Division Superintendent of Schools (1970-79) in FCPS. In 1979, Davis was appointed by Governor John Dalton to the position of state superintendent of public instruction and reappointed to the 
same position by Governors Charles S. Robb and Gerald L. Baliles until his retirement in 1990.
Davis held a bachelor's degree from Indiana State University of Pennsylvania, a master's degree from George Washington University, and a doctorate from The American University. In addition, he was awarded an honorary LLD from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 
Davis was a member of the Southern Regional Education Board, a trustee of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, a member of the Virginia State Council of Higher Education, the commissioner of the Education Commission of the States, an adjunct professor at Virginia Tech, a visiting professor at George Mason University, and the principal partner in the firm of S. John Davis and Associates, Ltd.
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Alexander Fowlkes passed away Sunday morning August 23, 2009 after a long illness. Mr. Fowlkes served as Transportation Director for Prince Edward County for many years.
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J. Michael Lunsford, Transportation Director for Loudoun County Public Schools, died on Wednesday, July 8th. He was 57. Mike was an active member of VAPT and served as Director for Region IV at one point. He will be missed.
Mike served Loudoun's students for more than 40 years and the past 14 years as director of transportation. Mike was one of the vanishing breed that began his career at 17 as a student bus driver at Loudoun County High School in September 1968.
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